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he fony ninth state was ]ourcﬁase(f ﬁom ‘Russia in 1867 for the

icfd’[ing sum of $7.2 million. Another way of putting it would be :

2 cents an acre containing almost 600,000 square miles qf rich

natural resources. There were naysayers at the time ﬁnﬁing the wisdom

of ]ourcﬁase to name the United States Secretary of State as “Seward’s

fo[fy.” The state contains the 10 ﬁigﬁes’c mountains in the United States

and it is the on[y state that has beaches on 2 oceans. On the ﬁ’gﬁwr

side, there is a rumor that Alaska will be divided in half which would
put Texas to number 3 in state sizes.

We were tﬁinﬁing of visiting Venezuela at this time but Marjan’s
brother Cornelius, a notable veterinarian and resident of Caracas
advised this,

“ There will be an election here near the end of jufy which will
surely cause riots... not a good idea.

“Ok then, we will visit Alaska instead”!

The 1/t ticket ﬁom San fJose, Costa Rice to ?lncﬁomge on United
was on[y $ 600. The best deal for a car rental for nine cfays was ‘Avis at
$1600 with [ousy insurance. ‘1 com]o(aineaf to Q\/lmjan, who [ives in
Santa Ana, Costa Rica. She went online ﬁom there and nailed the
same ]orqposa[ but with goocf insurance for $638. The reason for this
difference was because she received the “Latin discount.” How

neigﬁﬁor[y is Alaska!



Our ﬁgﬁt was c[e[ayec[for one cfay SO we 5}961’11' ﬁTSt ﬂlgﬁt in
Q—ﬁ)uswn, {TZZXCLS. ‘Iﬁe CLJOJOYOCLCﬁ to ﬂncﬁomge was SJO(ZCI'(ZCM['(M’. ‘Iﬁe Cﬂy



is so imyormnt to the aviation world; air trcﬁc invofving the Eastern

coast of United States to Japan and central China will all ﬂy over
ﬂncﬁomge.

Moy
fami[y, five
children and
wife Martha,
and 1 visited
Alaska in
1972  and
1977 using a
Chevrolet

Suburban and



trailer camper ﬁom Tennsy[mnia. We took three months each summer.
The Alaska Cl-(igﬁway from Dawson Creek, BC to Fairbanks stretched
to 1500 miles with 1200 miles of gm\/e[ tﬁrougﬁ Canada. That road
sty[é gave you a glft of an hour and a ﬁaﬁ between mud to dust aﬁ?r a
rain. We were blessed Ey S0 many adventures, esyecia[fy the ﬁsﬁing one!



The Eig swjorise
coming out of the
Anchora ge
iZlir}aort in a 2023
Nissan Sentra

was tﬁe TOClC[S...

Beaunfu[@ wide,



ﬁigﬁ speecf expressways. It didn’t matter that we are going 85 mpﬁ; we
were Eeing Joassec[ Ey many Alaskans! We had the Cl(ing’s Lana(ing
Hotel reserved for the m’gﬁt in Homer... 50, we took the Seward

?[igﬁway going South a[ong the water qf T urnagain Arm on the m’gﬁt
with a goocf view of the Cﬁugacﬁ Mountains on the (eft. The Swr(ing

7



Q—[igﬁway is the main road of the Kenai Peninsula where there are onfy



5% of the 645 miles cf roads that are ]om/ec[. It is a so[i(f, two lane with
sideburns gem the whole way to Homer. The [éisure[y 225 mile m:p
ﬂom ﬂncﬁomge takes about s hours. Our Jofcm was to sigﬁtsee the

Kenai Peninsula all a[ay on our return North.

A small town of on[y 6000 fofEs that is known as “ The Halibut
CaJaita( of the World.” ‘Most of the residents have a gooaf view of
Kachemak %ay and the Homer Sjoit. The “ Sjait “isa four and one ﬁaﬁ



mile (ong narrow g[acia( moraine with sﬁcyos, restaurants and art
gaﬁé’m’es. The end of the “ Sjoit “ features a state of the art ﬁsﬁing boat
dock.
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The Saﬁy Dog Saloon now ﬁeatures concrete ﬂoors. In the nineteen
seventies, tﬁey had sawdust over dirt ﬂoors. C)\ﬂ)w, there is have a Jooof
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12

room next to
the bar that
is also

covered with

hundreds of
one dollar
bills and

name CCLTC[S

from

CH"OLLTLC[ tﬁe

globe.



‘Tﬁere arefo[ﬁs WHO Wﬂfﬁ a cﬁﬁ[erent sense ofﬁumor to 66 ery’oyecf
by all
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The sea chowder is a wonderful [unch.
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g‘[bW aﬁout tﬁe st'oveﬁom yesm’yem’?
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Kachemak %ay is the forty mile [ong of the Cook ‘Inlet that is 150’
cfeqo. The tide at the boat docks at Homer S}%’t is up to 23 feet This s
evident every c[ay when the level of the boats cﬁcmge.
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We hired The “Orca” for $160 to take us r/t across ‘The
Kachemak ﬂay to the mainland to see the birds and aquatic ﬁfe. Curt,

our captain, had a small, ruggecffy Joowmﬁf boat that had a ﬁycfmufic
ﬁont to make (ancﬁng most cmywﬁere easy,. He could carry many
kinds qf ﬁeigﬁt as well as Jaeoy[e. The an freezes mre[y so he has a
year round business. He has fougﬁt 8’ swells however. Curt gave us this
yﬁow of g[acia[ ice that cfm’ﬁ'ec{ into the an. We were treated with scenes
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Qf 611’({5 ancf sea ﬁOTlS (1116[ mi[[ion 6[0[[6”’ ﬁomes on tﬁe 66[36 (?f tﬁe

Wi(dérness. ‘Tﬁe JO@OJ?(Q ﬁere Sﬁ&l?’@
tﬁe same Eﬂzssing as mcmy otﬁer

Qlfasﬁans wﬁere fﬁ@?’é are no 1"06166,'
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The Russian w’[fage of Ninilchek is gmcea[ with an Orthodox

Church from the home
country. The gmveyamf

contains the remains of
many Americans who
gave their [ives in
many distant wars.
Q‘ﬁey are marked with
the distinctive Russian

Orthodox cross. Near
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the old church there is a beautiful new chapel. The fireweed makes a
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Jaretty base for the view of the an and the snow ca}ojoec[ maintains.

The red salmon run was on within the
Kenai Peninsula but we were not
]oermitteof to visit the fa[(s on the
Russian River where we could see the
bears gmﬁﬁing the ﬁsﬁ for their next
meal. We did see
a dead one and
some [ucéy fe[fows

in a boat.
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Our (oc{ging for the m’gﬁt was north of ﬂncﬁomge at Lazy
Mountain. A fcmcy (og structure where the management was unseen.
We received instructions on how to unlock the ﬂont door and our room
via email. How we were to leave the ]oremises as we founcf it and the well
stocked kitchen was tﬁrougﬁ the same media. The bannisters for the
mi[ings were made ﬁom diamond willow; very Jorevalént in the Alaskan
bush. It takes much labor carve the bark away from the knots but it
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acﬁie\/es a ]oretty %F;ZCI'. Tﬁe ]m’qperty ﬁdﬂﬂ’ 66[ some ﬁne WOO({WOTEiTlg

worthy of a few
photos.
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We were able to Jaurcﬁase Six pieces qf diamond willow in a ﬁﬁ
sﬁoy down on the Kenai. The best way to get them home was the US
Post Oﬁﬁ’ce in town. The _post mistress said tﬁey need to be a a box for
them to be sﬁljojoecf. Two Alaskan women overheard this demand and
volunteered their grocery boxes as the solution. Marjan and the ladies
were cutting the cardboard to size on the porch as 1 went in to purchase
a roll qf tape. A ﬁne Joacﬁage was made in mjoic[ time which syeaﬁs so
well of Alaskan aﬁifity, goocf will and gusto...ﬂ\/lany thanks!
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Don Sheldon, the &egenofary bush Joi[ot, was stationed here. He
yerfectecf the wcﬁm’que of g[acier [cmdi’ngs on Denali. His Talkeetna
Air Taxi Com}oany still exists where his aircmﬁ rest between jTigﬁts.

7‘&3 won mcmy awarcfsfor ﬁlS Em\/ery in numerous rescue 0}961’@1’[0115 on

and oﬁf the Mountain. He died cf cancer in 1975 when on[y ﬁﬁy three
years old.
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Talkeetna has interesu’ng yuﬁs, restaurants and giﬁs.
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Denali
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Tt 1is ﬁigﬁest mountain in North America at 20,310 feet was
climbed Ey my son ﬂnrﬁony and Jim CBa[og in the ear(y 1978. ‘Tﬁey
did it in agm’ne sty[e not wasting time in the processing camps. It was a
new a}a}omacﬁ at the time. It took them a total of 8 Jays. Denali is the
tallest mountain in the world ﬁom base to summit on land, with a rise
of 18,000 feet.

We had a cozy cabin at $2 73/m’gﬁt outside of Denali National

Park near Q—ﬁaa[y. It was a cﬁarming Jo[ace with a gpecia[ toilet _paper
holder in the bathroom.
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The Park, forma(fy named Mt. ‘Mcﬁin[ey, is [m’ger than the State
of New ‘J—[amjasﬁire. The 92 mile Joarﬁ road which Begins at the eastern
end of the Joarﬁ ends within 28 miles of the ‘Mountain. Because cf the
size of the Mountain, it is able to control its’ weather. We went from sun

to rain at least 4 times in one cfay. On[y 10 percent of the visitors ever
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get to see the Mountain because it is usua[(y in the clouds. A one cfay
bus t'ri}o never afisayyoints because cf the Eeauufuf terrain and
abundant wifcfﬁfe. The road is closed at ‘Mile 43 at East forﬁ due to a

rockslide at ?rettyiRocEs a ﬁzw years ago. A new Eﬂ’dge ﬁy}aass will be
comyfetec{ 6y the summer qf 2026.
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The visitors center is worth a Visit.
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There is a ﬁve star hotel with memorable toiletsand sﬁqpying just
North of the }aaré entrance.
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How about a fcmcy eqg croissant Breakgfast in the bush?
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Palmer

The famous Matanuska \/a[fey northeast of illncﬁomge is the
main agricu[tum[ region of the state. The annual State fair Em’ngs

visitors ﬁom great distances.
The Animals:
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The Quilts:
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The Rides:
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The Food;
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The Equipment:
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There is a well stocked Em’fe and as store in Wasilla. We made a
few W Jaurcﬁases of ﬁigﬁ quafity knives. The owner was forma[[y ﬁom

iPennsyfvania.
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The Nissan Sentra peﬁormecf well for our 1160 mile, short Alaskan
gﬁm}ose. Alaska Airlines Joermittec[ us to access their executive [ounge
where there were 5 delicious but dijferent soups on their for foocf bar.
United Airlines then uygmafed us down to San Jose, Costa Rica which
wyjoeaf cﬁ our ten c[ay trip as extra }afeasant

Text Ey John Bucher Herr
Photos and videos By John Bucher Herr and Marjan Vuurman
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